Lawrence (Larry) Delfino
July 1, 1947 - January 13, 2021

My husband and best friend will be remembered by his smile, generosity, love of horses
and sitting by the ocean. Mostly he will be remembered for his love of teaching and his
family. In lieu of flowers please make donations in his name to a charity of your choice.

Cemetery

Events

Private Cremation

JAN
16

NJ,

Funeral Mass

10:00AM - 11:00AM

St Sylvester R.C.Church
856 Targee Street, Staten Island, NY, US, 10304

Comments

“

Mr. Delfino ensured that he had a personal connection and relationship with each of
his students. He made us all smile on our hard days, and reminded us that we were
capable of incredible things. His encouragement made our elementary school
experiences much more memorable by reminding us that no matter what, he
believed in us! My peers and I will never forget the long lasting effects of our fifth
grade teacher. Mr. Delfino lives forever in our hearts <3

Maggie Chesek - January 17 at 12:15 AM

“

“

Thank You Paul
Paul Cundari - January 28 at 11:32 AM

Mr. Delfino was one of the most amazing teachers I ever met. He was admired by
both my sons when they attended Navesink School. They would go visit him when
they were in middle school and he always made them feel so welcome. Condolences
to his husband, family, and friends. Heaven has gained an amazing angel.
Beth, Michael, Eric, and Kyle Maynes

Beth Maynes - January 15 at 07:04 PM

“

Thank You Paul
Paul Cundari - January 16 at 07:27 AM

“

I can speak for all my fellow classmates and students of Mr. Delfino, that he was truly
a life changing teacher. To this day, memories of his classroom still linger in the
minds and hearts of us all. May he rest easily. I will remember him always.

Julia Gowers - January 15 at 04:38 PM

“

“

Thank You. Paul
Paul Cundari - January 16 at 07:27 AM

Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day… unseen, unheard but
always near, still loved, still missed and very dear.
We first met Larry and Paul in 2006 at the Memory Lanes in Shrewsbury, NJ when
we bowled together as a 4-person team at a gay bowling league every Sunday night.
We soon developed a friendship that we knew would last. We laughed, debated and
agreed to disagree as it became very clear that Larry was a very passionate person
with a great zest for life. Since we met, we have become very good friends with the
most recent memorable moment being when we celebrated Larry’s 70th birthday with
his dear family and friends. Even though we moved to Delaware we stayed in contact
with the goal to visit each other to celebrate life and our friendship once the
pandemic was over. Larry’s life came to an end way to soon but our love for him will
be forever. He was a great friend to us and we will forever hold him in our hearts.
Tom Pizont & Ed Kreyling

Ed Kreyling - January 14 at 06:14 PM

“

Tom and Ed Larry loved every minute he spent with you . We both thought of you as family.
Paul Cundari - January 14 at 09:05 PM

“

Larry will never know the impact that he had on my life, and even if he did he would
be the first to downplay it with his humbleness. He was so much more than someone
that I worked with and became friends with. He was a mentor, a teacher, a role
model, and a guide. He was "Uncle Larry" to my kids and one powerhouse of a
double date when my wife and I would meet up with him and Paul.
I first met Larry when I started working at Navesink. It was my first school job and I
was terrified. Larry was the only other male working in the building and with his
amazing instinct he knew that I needed help. I remember him stopping by my office
and saying nothing more than, "Come down to my room kid." I entered Larry's room,
his world really, and was enchanted. His down to earth presence, his extreme
kindness, and his overwhelming closet full of school supplies all struck me. From that
moment on he took me under his wing and showed me the ropes of how to survive in
public education. We quickly became friends and I spent as much time as I could in
his room learning from a master of his craft. If I ever needed anything I always knew
that Larry had my back. When I needed to make a program work for kids that
everyone else gave up on Larry welcomed them into his room with open arms. He
embodied what every teacher should aspire to be.
What started as just a work friendship quickly evolved and one day Larry invited me
and my wife to meet him and Paul in Asbury for a few drinks. Being many years his
junior I figured that I would have no problem keeping up with him when we went out. I
could not have been more wrong. Larry and Paul took us on a tour of Asbury and
drinks turned into dinner which turned into after dinner drinks and walks on the
boardwalk. I think that I still have a headache from that night, but when I called Larry
the next day to say thanks for inviting us he was as bright and chipper as ever. Larry
really knew how to have a good time and share that experience with others. From
nights in Asbury to quiet evenings in his home, enjoying the delicious meal that he
seemed to prepare out of nowhere while being an amazing host, Larry really lived life
to the fullest.
I am so thankful that Larry was part of my life and that my children were able to meet
"Uncle Larry" and experience his kindness and light. He made everyone around him
better and made it look so easy. I will raise an espresso martini to you while thinking
about all of the great times we had together. I love you buddy.

Matt Strobel - January 14 at 05:56 PM

“

To my colleague who quickly became my friend thank you for all the joy you brought into
my life. Larry had a passion for teaching that was simply an extension of his passion for
life. He always made me laugh out loud!
Karen Zupancic - January 15 at 06:00 PM

“

Larry Delfino was a legend. Navesink School not only lost an amazing educator, but I
lost a great friend. Larry, I’ll miss your sincerity, honesty, positivity and sense of
humor. Larry made our days brighter, our lunches hilarious and made everyone
around feel so important. Larry’s legacy will live on in the stories we share. He will
always be remembered with gratitude and love.

Denise Moyer - January 14 at 02:26 PM

